1. Writing Workshop Minilesson Generating Ideas to Write About

Tell me what you know. Tell me what you wonder. What questions do you have about this entry? Where's the mystery here for you? One book that leads to writing is Aunt Flossie's Hats by Elizabeth Fitzgerald Howard. It says, "We pick out hats and try them on. Aunt Flossie says they are her memories, and each hat has a story..." The tale goes on to tell a story or adventure about each hat. After reading aloud the story, say to the students, "I suppose we each have things in our house, in our families, that hold stories. I am thinking about the dusty old animal cages in the garage that my family has. Once it was a home for a baby crow, another time, it was held a litter of baby rabbits." Send students on their way to write thinking of their own treasures in their own houses. Some more books that recall memories are: My Grandmother's Cookie Jar by Montzalee Miller, The Button Box by Margaret Reid, and Ruth Heller's The Front Hall Carpet. 

2. Writing Workshop Procedure Minilesson Getting the Kid to Write

To mobilize a student to write, have a conversation with the student. "I don't got nothing to say." Let's make a list of what you're an expert about. "I'm not an expert about anything ...........TV that's all. ..... and baseball." Maybe he mutters, "almost got a home run." In just one hit? Tell me about it. After hearing a few sentences, say, "Would you put that down on paper. Just how you described it to me?" Teacher stares at paper and repeats what he said. Wait expectantly. Do not ask or coax, just wait staring at the paper and if you feel you need to walk away and go help another child. Do not coax. He must learn to write for himself, not to your agenda.

3. Writing Workshop Mini Lesson Brainstorming Topics

On one color paper or a 12 inch by 18 inch paper (big) brainstorm possible topics. First the teacher lists about six broad, general topics on board and reads them to class. Then teacher has students write possible topics for two minutes. Interrupt them saying, "Raise your hand if you have ridden on a train? If you have ridden in a plane? If you have driven a tractor?" Record more topics (for two minutes.) "Have you ever done something embarrassing? Consoled a friend? Given a gift you've made?" Add to your list.

4. Writing Workshop Mini Lesson Brainstorming More Topics

I also ask have any of you ever been in kindergarten. What's your teacher's name, write it down. What do you remember the most. I usually tell them something I remember from kindergarten. Have any of you ever been in first grade? Etc. What about second? Have you ever had a field trip? What was the best part? Add ideas to your list of possibilities.

5. Writing Workshop Mini Lesson What Do You Know About?

Help the children list what they know about. Give them classifications (pets, family members, school kids, friends, field trips, zoo, Walmart). They can record possible writing ideas on the front of their writing notebook, on a colored piece of paper, whatever the teacher wishes.

6. Writing Workshop Mini Lesson Daily Writing Journal

Children who write in a journal tell about their lives every day are developing a ready list of topics they can then extend into a more detailed story. In second grade children write a dialogue journal with their teacher. The child writes about his/her day. The teacher writes a question or comment back modeling the correct spelling without making the children fix it.

7. Writing Workshop Mini Lesson Modeling How To Write

Before each writing session, we did a daily news or some kind of modeled or interactive writing. This helped the children have clear expectations of what to do. I modeled what to do when I came to a word that was tricky ('stretch" the word to hear the sounds, clap long words to hear the "chunks"), how to find words on the word wall, etc. Included in that modeling session, I did a quick McCracken lesson before I began writing. I gave them the tools they needed to get started. We started the year writing diary type journals because recalling daily events was easier for the kids than to make up a story. This way they could concentrate on writing words. Once they felt more comfortable in their writing (taking risks through invented spelling and a bank of high frequency known words including using the word wall) I began to model other types of writing. I would model for a long time before I would require them to begin writing different genres but they were always allowed to start earlier if they wished. Most did.

Focused Writing Ideas:

letters to an author about a piece of their work
pen pal letters (friendly letters)
beginning writing sample from first week of school (favorite place - special place)
end of year writing sample from May (favorite place- special place)
comic strip -- conversation bubbles
poem - acrostic or teacher choice
information - report (in 2nd grade we only require 4-5 sentences)
journal from beginning of year, middle of year, end of year

I have to have a sample for each of the above to hand in with my assessment sheet at the end of the school year. I don't turn in all 20 friendly letters, just a high and a low sample.

Each child then has a writing portfolio. In the portfolio there should be 5 pieces of writing. Each grade has a specific list.

	WRITING MINI LESSONS:


1. Procedural:

Explaining the folder. Tell them they will write everyday. May or may not complete a piece in one day. Explain: the use of the four pockets in folder. ( I use 2 plain 2 pocket folders taped together to make one 4 pocket folder as a writing folder.

Word Wall Pocket:

portable word wall

Writing Ideas Pocket:

We will generate a list of ideas later.

Writing In Progress Pocket:

pieces currently being written

Waiting To Be Published:

(Explain publish) Must have 5 pieces in this pocket before picking one to be published. Paper clip these together in groups of 5. Use paper I provide. Show them a little book that will be used for publishing. These books will be read by others. The ultimate is to publish, so only pick favorite pieces.

2. Procedural:

Explain the writing block procedures. Have folder ready on desk but do not open it up. Sometimes I will tell you what you will write, sometimes you will choose what to write. There is always a mini lesson before you write. Either begin a new piece or continue with one from yesterday. You CANNOT ask me how to spell a word. You use the WW, theme boards, or stretch out the sounds like a rubber band. If you think a word is not spelled correctly, circle it so we know to look it up later. Just get your thoughts down on paper. There is time to share after writing called “Author’s Chair.” Practice stretching out a word today if time.

3. Procedural:

This takes several days to model each step. Discuss the steps in writing. A writer does not complete a piece in one day and rarely will you. It is a step-by-step process. Model steps:

a)Brainstorm – topic and ideas about topic, use of webs, graphic organizers

b) First draft – we don’t worry too much about spelling and punctuation being correct at this point. Just get your ideas down. We will clean it up during editing.

c) Editing –
1. edit yourself – reread the piece, do check-offs from editor’s checklist, correct errors Add Editor’s Checklist # 1 and 2. (Name and Date and Title)
2. peer edit - must go to special place with a buddy, trade papers and make suggestions. Sign papers. MODEL

d) Revise – reread and make changes and add more. Put inside of folder that is labeled “Waiting to be Published.“

e) Discuss Publishing later.

4. Writing Mini Lesson:

Model continuing a piece. Reread piece. Add on. Use editor’s checklist to edit.

5. Writing Mini Lesson:

Read –
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	Ideas:

Memories about items, pets, friends, family, an overnight, the holiday, one day of vacation, the day the ______ broke, things I have read about, things I wonder about, what I did Saturday, etc. This list goes in writing folder.

6. Writing Mini Lesson:

Proper form – paragraph: Indent, caps, and margins. Add Editor’s Checklist #3 and 4.

7. Writing Mini Lesson:

Sentences - Sentence not a sentence. Proper end marks.

8. Writing Mini Lesson:

Kinds of Sentences. Statement, command, question, exclamation. (Do one each day.) Statement – Play -tell me something. Question – Play – Ask me something. Repeat with other sentences. Include some in teacher writing on overhead. Add Editor’s Checklist # 5 and 6.

9. Writing Mini Lesson:

Parts of a sentence. Subject, predicate. These make a complete sentence. Leave part out, students correct. Add editor’s checklist # 7.

10. Writing Mini Lesson:

Publishing – read rules about publishing. May publish only after peer edit, revise, and add more. Piece must be neat enough that it can be easily read. Must have 5 pieces. Discuss signing up for teacher edit. Where do we do this? NO ONE bothers us.

11. Writing Mini Lesson:

Nouns, Proper Nouns

12. Procedural:

“I’m done.” Model what to do.

13. Writing Mini Lesson:

Review of spelling: stretch out words, use WW, theme boards, Add Editor’s Checklist #8.

14. Writing Mini Lesson:

Staying on topic. Write a story that is not on topic. Class edits and offers suggestions. Add Editor’s Checklist # 9.

15. Writing Mini Lesson:

Good beginnings: Prior to this lesson tell them pay attention to beginnings in stories. Reference - click on title:

 

Good starters:
*Let me tell you about…
*Have you ever wondered…
*Have you ever wondered why…
*I like to _________ for many reasons.
*I think ________ was _________ for many reasons.
*I just learned facts about…
*Let me tell you how ______ and _______ are alike.
*Let me tell you how _________ and ______ are different.
*It’s fun to _______. First you…
*Many changes happen to ________ as they ____.
*People used to think _________, but now we know ________.
_________ was a ___________ person.
*Starting in the middle of a scene:
*Plink, plink, plink, went the _____________.
*Ba-room, ba-room, ba-room – at last.
*“Where’s Papa going with that axe?” said Fern to her mother as they were setting the table for breakfast. From Charlotte’s Web by E. B. White
*Dialogue. “Wait, wait for me!” little Jill yelled.
*Begin at the end, use of flashback, then proceed to tell story. Read the book
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	14. Writing Mini Lesson:

Verbs – action words. Make a list for said, run, fun, etc. Use thesaurus and stories.

15. Writing Mini Lesson:

Punctuation for dialogue.

16. Writing Mini Lesson:

Adjectives – what kind, how many. These are colorful words, powerful words. Model – write a piece that has no adjectives, let class help to add adjectives.

17. Writing Mini Lesson:

Replace repetitive words with pronouns.

18.Writing Mini Lesson:

Articles: A, an, the – when to use.

19.Writing Mini Lesson:

Middles - the details. Model details using the table as a graphic organizer.

20. Writing Mini Lesson:

Adjectives that compare – big, bigger, biggest - good, better, best

21. Writing Mini Lesson:

Good endings. Model a good ending. Next day write one with a bad ending. Class edits and corrects.

22. Writing Mini Lesson:

Using the 5 senses to write.

23. Writing Mini Lesson:

Revision. Model how to revise.

24. Writing Mini Lesson:

Commas – introductory words

25. Writing Mini Lesson:

Commas – words in a series,

26. Writing Mini Lesson:

Focused Lesson – Letter writing.

27. 5 Paragraph Essays: 

Focused Lesson – State Goals
a) Expository
b) Persuasive
c) Narrative

28. Writing Mini Lesson:

Transitions

29. Writing Mini Lesson:

Conclusions


PROCEDURES

Writing Block Procedures 
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 Rules 
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 Conferencing Procedures 
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 Spacing Words 
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 Spelling an Unknown Word 
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 Spelling a Word Wall Word 
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 Where to put a work in progress 
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 Where to put a list of ideas 
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 Where to put a piece in the middle of publishing 
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 Where to find publishing paper, dedicated pages, title pages  
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 Author’s Chair — role of the author 
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 Author’s Chair — Stars and Wishes 

 
 
PROBLEMS KIDS ENCOUNTER

Choosing a Topic 
 [image: image15.png]


 What to Do When You’re Stuck 
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 Getting an Idea from a Book 
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 Spin a Story 
 [image: image18.png]


 Story Starters 
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 Idea Books (can use for HW) 
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 Jokes and Riddles 
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 Post Office Center

 
 
Adding Details
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 General vs. Specific (Craft Lesson) 
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 Creating “Mind Pictures” (Craft Lesson) 
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 Using Illustrations to Convey Information (Craft lesson) 
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 Using the 5 W’s 
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 Using the 5 senses 
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 Describing Words 
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 Adjectives and Adverbs 
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 Binocular Analogy

                                       
 
Making the Writing More Understandable and Interesting Continuing 
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 Writing from One Day to the Next 
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 Staying on Topic 
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 Getting Rid of Repetition / Condensing the Story or Information 
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 Matching Words with the Pictures (Craft lesson) 
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 Cause and Effect (Craft lesson) 
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 Moving Beyond List and Love Stories (Craft lesson) 
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 Knowing Your Audience 

 
 
STORY ELEMENTS 
Beginning, Middle, and End
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 3 page book (Craft lesson) 
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 Listen to Story to Identify (Craft lesson) 

 
 
Problem/Solution 
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 Listen to Story to Identify and Label on a Chart 

 
 
Setting 
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 Describing the Setting (Craft lesson) 
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 Using Details to Describe Setting (Craft lesson)

 
 
Character 
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 Physical Description of a Character

 
 
THE WRITING PROCESS

Prewriting 
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 Brainstorming a List of Ideas 
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 Using a Graphic Organizer 
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 Using a Story Map

 
 
Rough Draft 
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 Daily Teacher Modeling 
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 Safe Topic Sentences in an Informational Piece 
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 Having a Main Idea in an Informational Piece

 
 
Revising 
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 Cut and Paste (Craft lesson) 
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 “Legs” 
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 Adding to a Story 
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 Questions Writers Ask Themselves (CTW 85-86)

 
 
Editing 
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 What an Editing Checklist is 
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 Checking the Writing with the Editing Checklist 
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 The Importance of Reading Your Writing Out Loud 
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 Omitting Words 
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 Reading your Piece So It Makes Sense 
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 Watching Out for Run-On Sentences 
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 Spelling Word Wall Words Correctly 
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 Making Sure Your Titles Have Capital Letters 
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 Editing with a Buddy 
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 Using a Dictionary 
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 Using a Thesaurus

 
 
Illustrating 
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 Adding Details (Craft lesson) 
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 Talk Bubbles (Craft lesson) 

 
 
Publishing 
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 What the Title Page Looks Like 
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 Choosing a Title that Matches the Writing 
 [image: image68.png]


 Choosing a Title Using Alliteration 
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 Dedicated Page (Why and What It Looks Like) 
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 About the Author Page (Why and What It Looks Like) 
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 Using Student Writing as a Model for Good Writing 

 
 
LANGUAGE

Sentence Structure 
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 What is a complete sentence? 
 [image: image73.png]


 Subject/Verb Agreement 
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 Sentence Jingle 
 [image: image75.png]


 Why We Have a Subject and a Verb 
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 Sentences That Don’t Make Sense 
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 Why We Use Capital Letters and End Marks 
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 Ending a Sentence With a Question Mark 
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 Ending a Sentence With an Exclamation Mark 
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 Combining Sentences Using “Glue Words”

 
 
Parts of Speech  
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 What a Noun Is — Noun Jingle 
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 Proper Nouns 
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 Strong Nouns 
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 What a Verb Is — Verb Jingle 
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Strong Verbs 
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 What Adjectives Are — Adjective Jingle 
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 Adjectives That Compare (big, bigger, biggest) 
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 What Adverbs Are — Adverb Jingle 
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 Articles (a, an, the) 
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 Synonyms and Antonyms 
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 Synonym Charts from 6 Traits Web Page 
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 Mad Libs

 
 
Punctuation 
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 Why We Need Commas 
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 Commas in a Series 
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 Writing Dialogue Using Quotation Marks 
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 Words That Signal When to Use a Question Mark 

 
 
CRAFT WRITING

Leads  Narrative Leads 
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 Informational Leads 
 [image: image98.png]


 Circular Leads 
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 Leading with Dialogue 
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 Climatic Leads 
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 Bad Examples of Leads

 
 
Endings 
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 Surprise Endings 
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Circular Ending 
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 Ending with a Question 
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 Summarizing 
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 Personal Comments 
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 Ending with the Beginning of a New Story 
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 Bad Examples of Endings 
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 Addressing Uninspired Chronology (ending with and then they died)
Other (from Craft Lessons) 
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 Voice 
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 Pacing a Story 
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 Time Transitions 
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 New Ways to Write About an Old Topic 
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 Writing Through a Mask (Personification) 
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 See Saw Story Structure 
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 Repeating a Word 
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 The Repeating Line 
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 Transitions Between Paragraphs 

 
 
TYPES OF WRITING

Narratives

Informational Pieces

Focused Writing 
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 Alphabet Books 
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 Shared Writing 
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 Language Experience 
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 Poetry 
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 Writing Up an Interview 
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 Friendly Letters 
 [image: image125.png]


 Writing Directions 
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 Important Poems 
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 Two-Point Paragraphs 
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 Famous Person Reports 
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 Persuasive Writing 
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 Following a Picture Prompt 
 

