What kinds of mini-lessons should be included in the modeling?
Some of the first mini-lessons you'll want to include in your modeled writing will be the basics that will go on your Editor's Checklist. Most of those items will be the conventions of writing--simple grammar and mechanics: capitals letters at the beginnings of sentences, end punctuation marks for each sentence, a title, misspelled words circled, etc. Teachers should always strive, however, to move beyond simple conventions to teaching more about compositional elements. A list of mini-lessons used by teachers with whom I work is given below for your reference:

1.      Actual class procedures for the Writing Block. 

2.      Rules for the Writing Block made by the teacher and the students. 

3.      Words that author's use such as draft, publish, illustrate, revise, edit, proof, dedication, etc. (Introduce only one a day.) 

4.      Correct conventions of grammar and usage (parts of speech, subject/verb agreement, etc.). 

5.      When to use capital letters. 

6.      Punctuation marks and how they're used. 

7.      How to set a scene (setting). 

8.      How to combine sentences for sentence variety. 

9.      How to develop ideas. 

10.  Different genres of writing (fiction, non-fiction, poetry, mysteries, fables...). 

11.  How writing can have a particular voice. 

12.  Examples of good writing and styles of various authors. 

13.  How to add to a story. 

14.  How to change a story. 

15.  Using synonyms to make writing more interesting. 

16.  Creating an interesting lead sentence. 

17.  Staying on a topic. 

18.  How to write a letter. 

19.  How to take notes. 

20.  How to write up an interview. 

21.  Making a brainstorm list. 

22.  Writing riddles, jokes and rhymes. 

23.  Writing news articles. 

