Visualization*

~one form of inference~

Objective: Students will become engaged with text by forming mental images using sensory images during and after reading.

Materials: various texts~suggestions include: excerpts from Charlotte’s Web; wordless picture books such as Good Dog Carl; non-fiction trade books; Owl Moon; Country Mouse, City Mouse
Procedure: 

1. Do your homework!

· See THINK ALOUD lesson

2. Gather kids in front of you for instruction/modeling

· Read a chosen text.

· Explain visualization. (“When I make a movie in my mind, a picture of the people, places and things in the text, to help me understand what is happening in a text, that is called visualization.”)

· On a chart with Visualization (and a graphic representation such as a movie camera or a TV. in a head) at top, write the title of the text and put your initials next to it. (This chart will be added to by the children in the months to come.  When they make their own visualization, they can be added to the chart during discussion.)

· Read and stop for 2-3 think alouds. (“When I read __________________, I made a picture in my head ________________.”)

· Explain that the purpose of visualization is to help understand and comprehend a text more effectively and what they already know will change because of what they read.

· Explain that well-written text allows us to taste, touch, hear and smell images as well as see them when we read (Sensory Images).

· Send students off to Independent Reading and remind them to visualize (“When you go to your own reading, remember to visualize (make pictures in your mind using sensory images) to help you understand what is happening in the text.”)

3. Release the students to practice

· Gradually invite children to share their visualizations as you stop to do think alouds.

· During Independent Reading conference with students, asking students to think aloud about their visualizations.
· Allow students to draw their mental images
· Model use of, and let students use in Independent Reading, a Sensory Images Sheet

4. Bring them back to share their thinking with the group

· discussion

· texts and responses recorded on group chart

· share drawings of mental images

· Sensory Images Sheet
Assessment:**
Drawings, Sensory Images Sheet, anecdotal records, observation of sharing in group, etc.

*This lesson is intended to be repeated with different reading materials daily over a period of 1 week and continuously reinforced throughout the school year.

**Informal assessment should be on-going once the objective is introduced.  Formal assessment needs to occur at appropriate intervals.

