  
Reading Sticks
On one set tongue depressors I write just the words:  setting, characters, etc. like I said in my other email.  
 
On another set I might write:  What is the setting of the story?  Who are the main characters?  etc.
 
On the third set I write:  The setting of the story is ...,  The main characters are ..., etc.
 
That gives me 3 sets of sticks to use with different groups.  I feel this gives the kids the opportunity to answer using different formats so they aren't puzzled if given a different form.  I made cubes using small milk cartons, one inside the other so I had 6 sides.  Then I covered with white contact paper and programmed with my questions.  I did the same with beach balls.  
 
I divide the kids into groups of 3-4 or sometimes partner depending on how many kids and the difficulty of the selection and have them read/finish the story.  I'm walking around and listening in as they read to each other.  As groups finish I might give them a group of sticks or a cube or a beach ball and have them answer the questions.  Then when everyone finishes or time is up, we all gather together and we go over the questions.  I might have individual kids draw a stick and answer the questions they pull.  I might have them answer a particular question as a group.  They have to decide who's going to give the answer.  It varies depending on the story and how much time we have.
 
Name Sticks
I also use the sticks with students' names for whole group activities:
    for deciding who will answer a question (When every hand is up!)
    who gets to guess a letter during rivet
    who gets to write an answer on the board or overhead
    who gets to run an errand
    who goes to the board for Here Comes da Judge
    who gets to be leader for whatever
    Whatever you want.  Sometimes the kids will say, "Just use the sticks!"  They definitely feel it's fair.  No complaints when I pull sticks for things!
 
Pointy Fingers
The Halloween pointy fingers I got out of Oriental Trading.  I got a gazillion and shared with my teaching partner.  We use them to follow along during oral/choral reading, or during SSR, whenever I think of it.  
 


