Guided Reading Ideas

How about getting some books on the same topic, like basketball? Hoops, Salt in His Shoes, For the Love of the Game---all books about basketball/Michael Jordan. They are picture books, but the stories are interesting. You could 
also get some non-fiction books about basketball greats, basketball strategies/rules etc. Check out Sports Illustrated for Kids. Get articles from the newspaper or regular Sports Illustrated. Have the kids look for articles 
in the newspaper (bring some to class if they haven't got any at home), or cartoons like In The Bleachers. They can read, discuss, and write about these. You may have to read to them, they could read in partners, or you could all choral read. I wouldn't make individuals read aloud. It breaks their focus and fluency and comprehension. They could write in partners, discuss in partners after a read=aloud by you, make displays about their learning. Drawing/painting/acting out what they know are always good ways to demonstrate comprehension. I would avoid worksheets like the plague---
they've probably been worksheeted to death! 

Make charts ahead of time about all the things they know about basketball, or the players, what they want to learn about them, and then add what they've learned. 

One teacher read Hoops and For the Love of the Game aloud to teachers in a literacy class I took. Then, she passed out copies of the stories (kind of like poems when printed on one page, no pictures) and read the stories again as we followed along. Then each person picked out a line or two that they 
liked, and shared it at their table. Next, each table chose a line, and one person from each table read the line in turn, making our own poem. We used lines from both poems. She called this a "found poem." The next step would be for kids 
to pick several lines from each poem and mix and match them into an order that they liked, to make their own found poem. They can then share in a small group, or with the whole class.This way they are doing some "creative writing" without 
having to create it from scratch. The stories could even be cut apart and pasted in the order they decided on. They wouldn't use ALL the lines of each poem, though. I was amazed at how cool MY found poem sounded, just using about 
six lines from the two books all together. 

You could also take off from their and have discussions about the way basketball players become heroes to kids, whether that is good or bad or neither of these, where else heroes come from, read stories about real life heroes (ie--Reader's 
Digest-Drama In Real Life), go on to picture books of other heroes (like Harriet Tubman, in Minty), and even chapter books, myths etc. 

Give the students time for independent reading. Learn about how to conference with students about their reading. My bet is that if these kids are still struggling in 7th grade, they haven't had much time for real reading because they've always 
been stuck in the "skills" groups. If they get the chance to peruse books, magazines, newspaper articles, that truly interest them, they will make a big effort to figure out what they are reading. You will need to teach them strategies 
like reading on, re-reading, using phonics, prior knowledge, logic (what makes sense in the sentence either meaning wise or grammar wise) etc. 

Other topics that entice older learning to read kids are stories about gangs (Party Girl, Drive-by, Romiette and Julio, videos of West Side Story, Romeo and Juliet)prison (Tookie, Monster) adolescent problems (Tears of a Tiger, 
Whirligig---drunk driving/suicide; Forged by Fire---child abuse) and overcoming problems (Freak the Mighty, Max the Mighty, Skellig, Joey Pigza Swallowed the Key), conflict (the holocaust---Rose Blanche, The Butterfly, Kinderlager, Night; 
the Civil War/slavery---too many to mention!; the Revolutionary War--check out books by Avi); quests--Silverwing and Sunwing (about bats, but fascinating, and I 
would love to have time to read them again; you could add lots of non-fiction books to a study of bats). 

