100 Words Used to Indicate How a Concept will be Tested 
· Knowledge:  match, memorize, define, tell, state, underline, fill in the blank, identify, label, locate, list, name, recall, spell 
· Comprehension:  interpret, restate, summarize, translate, comprehend, describe, paraphrase, tell in you own words, set, rewrite, convert, explain, put in order, trace 
· Application:  determine, find out, operate, make, solve, use, show, apply, demonstrate, compute, draw, give an example, illustrate, state a rule or principle 
· Analysis:  analyze, examine, dissect, distinguish, relate, specify, infer, group, differentiate, diagram, categorize 
· Synthesis:  assimilate, visualize, synthesize, pretend, produce, rearrange, suggest, suppose, revise, reorganize, reconstruct, rearrange, change, combine, create, construct, design, formulate, plan, generate, invent, originate, compose classify, compare, contrast, debate, deduct, determine the factors, diagnose 
· Evaluation:  appraise, defend, judge, rank, rate, select, prioritize, support, value, understand, choose, conclude, decide, evaluate, defend, gauge, justify 

Questions for Oral and Written Responses to Literature 

 Knowledge:   
1. What are the main characters? 
2. Who is the narrator?  How do you know? 
3. Where did the story take place? 
4. Describe the setting. 
5. List characteristics about each character. 
6. What did you learn about the narrator? 
7. What is the relationship of the characters to each other? 
8. When did the story take place? 

 Comprehension: 
1. Summarize the main events. 
2. What is the mood of the story? 
3. What is the main idea of the story? 
4. State the main events in sequence. 
5. Explain exactly what happened that depicts the mood. 
6. Explain any figurative language found in the selection. 

 Application: 
1. How does the story remind you of yourself? 
2. Did you have a similar experience of a certain character? 
3. What conclusions did you have after the selection? 
4. How can you relate the story to your life? 
5. What research could you do to understand this story more fully? 
6. How does this story make you feel? 
7. Write the five most challenging words in this selection and explain their meanings. 
8. How do the characters feel at the end of the story? 
9. Where might you find a story like this one? 
10. Describe a character's personality.  Give examples from the story to tell how the story shows it. 




· Analysis: 
1. Compare and contrast two characters.  Use a Venn Diagram or Double Bubble Map 
2. What is the problem in the story? 
3. What are the causes of the problems? 
4. State your viewpoint and give your reasons for it. 
5. What generalization could you make about the story? 
6. What is the effect of the problem? 
7. Can you recall a personal memory, a story from another book, a television episode, a movie, etc. that has a meaning that connects to something in this selection? Discuss the connection. 
8. Explain the issue you would like to debate. 
9. Is this story fiction or nonfiction?  Explain how you know this. 

· Synthesis: 
1. What would be a good solution to the problem? 
2. What do you predict will happen next? 
3. What would be a new meaning for this story? 
4. Explain any new ideas that reading this story prompted. 
5. Create a poem or story patterned after this story. 
6. Make a prediction chart.  List clues from the text, your interpretations, and your predictions. 
7. Make a prediction chart.  List three predictions before you read.  Beside each, after reading, write the actual happenings. 
8. Write a different ending to the story. 

· Evaluation: 
1. What is the author's purpose for writing this? 
2. If you wrote a letter to the author, what would you say? 
3. Were there any inappropriate parts?  Explain. 
4. Is the story realistic?  Why or why not? 
5. Did the characters act reasonably?  Why or why not? 
6. What are the hidden meanings that you have found? 
7. What is the theme of the piece?  What is your evidence? 
8. What is your favorite part of the story?  Why? 
9. What viewpoint do you have that is different from the story?  Explain. 
10. Express your opinion of the story.  Explain. 
11. Explain how the author writes. 
12. Were there some weak parts in the story?  How would you have changed the story to correct the weak areas? 
13. Did you enjoy the story?  Why or why not? 
14. Which character was your favorite?  Why or why not? 
15. Which characters were you not fond of?  Why or why not? 


Literature Activities That Require Written Forms 
· Knowledge: 
1. Make story-related lists of characters, foods, favorite words, adjectives, etc. 
· Comprehension: 
1. Describe one of the story's characters 
2. Describe a highly emotional moment in the story (i.e. funny, sad, scary, etc.) 
3. Write a summary of a chapter from the book. 
4. Write a condensed version of the story. 
5. Write a descriptive passage from the story and explain what the words or phrases mean to you. 
6. Explain the story's theme. 
7. Identify the clues that helped you predict the story's ending. 
8. Compare and contrast two characters. 

· Application: 
1. Write a journal entry telling what you learned. 
2. Explain in your journal how you have changed as a result of reading this story. 
3. Identify words or phrases that appeal to the five senses and categorize them into five appropriate columns. 
4. Write a diary entry for a story character for several days. 
5. Design a dust jacket for the book including all parts-title, author, reviews, illustration, author biography, story summary, etc.-of a conventional dust jacket. 
6. Write a play. 
7. Write five comprehension questions for your classmates. 
8. Rewrite a story scene from another character's point of view. 
9. Change a first-person narrative passage to third person or vise-versa. 

· Analysis 
1. Explain how a story character changes from the beginning to the end. 
2. Tell how certain story events relate to experiences you have had. 
3. Draw a flow chart of events 
4. List realistic events and unrealistic ones. 
5. Identify a passage that depicts the tone or meaning. 
6. Compare a story character to someone you know. 
7. Write a character cinquain poem. 

· Synthesis 
1. Design a time line of the most important events. 
2. Write a new ending for the story. 
3. Write a news story for an incident that occurred in the story. 
4. Write an additional chapter for the book. 
5. Write a poem based on the story that you read. 
6. Pretend you are the author of the book. Write an article explaining your purpose in writing the book and your intended message. 
7. Write riddles about story characters or events. 
8. Write an obituary for a character that dies in a story. 
9. Write the lyrics and create a melody for a story-related song. 
10. Write to a friend and convince that person to read the story. 

· Evaluation 
1. Write a letter to the author or illustrator expressing your opinion of his or her book. 
2. Explain the parts of the book or story that you would change to make it better. 
3. Tell what you would say regarding a controversial issue raised in the story. 






Twenty Questions that Teach Students to Think 
1. Why? 
2. If that is so, what follows? 
3. How do you know that? 
4. What is your point? 
5. What is your reason for saying that? 
6. Is it possible that….? 
7. Are there other ways of….? 
8. What are other ways we could view this? 
9. Can you briefly summarize what you just read? 
10. What/Who was important and why? 
11. Can you explain you answer? 
12. Can you state examples and explain why they are important? 
13. Do you agree?  Why or why not? 
14. How did you arrive at your answer or solution? 
15. What are your "thinking" steps? 
16. What facts support your view? 
17. Can you think of other facts not given?  State these. 
18. Can you apply these ideas to other situations or information?  Explain. 
19. Can you add information to the subject?  Explain the information. 
20. Contrast the information with what you already know. 

Writing Prompts for Literature Response Logs to Promote Thinking and Learning 
1. My favorite character is _____ because _____. 
2. My favorite part is _____ because _____. 
3. Something in the story that couldn't happen is _____. 
4. I did/did not like the ending because _____. 
5. If I were the main character I would have _____. 
6. The author's message is _____. 
7. Something I liked was _____. 
8. By the end of the story my opinion about _____ changed to _____. 
9. This selection made me think of _____ because _____. 
10. I would/would not recommend this selection to someone else based on _____. 
11. This is/is not a great piece of literature because _____ 
12. I would write a different ending to this story by changing _____. 
13. One strong opinion that I have about _____ is _____. 
14. A question I would like to ask is _____. 
15. My first reactions were _____. 
16. I think the relationship between _____ and _____ in the story is interesting because _____. 
17. I think the part on page _____ paragraph _____ is weird because _____. 
18. I'm completely lost on page ______ because _____. 
19. I wonder what _____ means on page _____, paragraph _____. 
20. I remember a time in my life that is similar to this story.  It occurred when _____. 
21. I can/can not understand or identify with what is going on here because _____. 
22. I know a person just like _____ who ______. 
23. The sections on pages _____ are particularly effective because ______. 
24. The book that this one reminds me of is _____ because ______. 
25. The problem was _____.  The solution was _____. 
26. In the beginning I predicted _____. 
27. The major events in the story are _____. 
28. I would/would not recommend this book to someone else because _____.
