
               6 Trait Writing Minilessons



Organization
·Good beginning
     Narrative leads
     Informational leads
     Hooks - question or quote
     Circular leads
     Dialogue leads
     Climatic leads
·Middle with details
·Good ending
     Surprise endings
     Circular endings
     Ending with a question
     Summarizing
     Personal comments
·Titling
     What a title page looks like
     Matching title to writing
     Titling and not labeling
·Proper sequence/flow
     Graphic organizers
     Sequential word usage
·Problem/Solution
     Do they match
·Setting
·Character development
·Compare and Contrast
·Cause and Effect
·Staying on topic
·Adding to a topic


Ideas
·How to choose a topic
     Brainstorming
     Listing 
     Webbing
     Mapping
     Using a picture
     Using memories
     Using people in your life
      Pick a Prop
      A-Z Topic list
·Story Starters
·Decide who your audience is
·What to do when you're stuck
·Getting an idea from a book
·Researching
·Gathering information
·Using illustrations

Sentence Fluency
·Spacing words
·Complete sentences
·Run on sentences
·Sentences that don't make sense
·Sentence Variety
·Compound sentences
·Different sentence beginnings

Voice
·5 senses
·Avoiding repetition
·Awareness of audience
·Personalizing the writing
·Creating mind pictures
·Discuss use of author's voice in texts


Word Choice
·Spelling an unknown word
·Spelling a word wall word
·Choosing words with "flavor"
      Avoiding wimpy words
     Avoiding overused words -ex. said
·Creating pictures with words
·5 senses
·Who, what, when, where, why, and how
·Nouns
     Proper nouns
     Strong nouns
·Pronouns
      pronoun agreement
      not overusing pronouns
·Articles
·Verbs
·Adjectives
·Adverbs
·Synonyms
·Antonyms
·Similes
·Metaphors
·Alliteration
·Onomatopoeia
·Using a thesaurus


Conventions
·Spelling unknown words
·Spacing words
·Using dictionary
·Subject/verb agreement
·Why subject/verb
·Kinds of Sentences
·Punctuation
     Periods
     Question mark
     Exclamation mark
     Why commas
     Commas in a series
     Quotation marks
·Capital letters
     Proper nouns
     Beginning of sentences
     In dialogue
·Paragraph form
·Indenting
·Editing
     Using the editing checklist
     Omitting words
     Titles with capital letters
     Editing with a buddy
     Re-reading for clarity


