50 Rewards That Don't Cost Much Money Or Rot Your Teeth

	Sit at the teacher's desk.


 Have lunch with your favorite person.


Get a free ice cream.


Have bread and peanut butter at snack time

.
Have the teacher phone parents to tell them what a great kid you are.


Draw on the chalkboard.
 
 
Be first in line.


Do only half an assignment.


Choose any class job for the week.


Choose the music for lunch. Bring in a tape.


Use colored chalk. 
.


Invite a visitor from outside the school.


Work on a mural.


Get a drink whenever you want.


Use the pencil sharpener any time

.
Make a bulletin board.


Put fifteen marbles in the group reward jar.
 
 
Help the custodian.


	Stay in at recess to play a game with a friend.


Use stamps and ink.


Write in ink for the day.


Invite a friend from another class into the room for lunch.
Use the teacher's chair.


 
Take a class game home for the night.


Move your desk to a chosen location.


No homework pass.


Lunch with the teacher.


Operate the projector.


Use the couch or beanbag chair for the day.


Go to another class for lunch.
 
Use the tape recorder and tape a story.


Have a special sharing time to teach something to the class, set up a display, etc.


Be leader of a class game.
 
 Read to someone else.

Play a computer game


                   "All About Me" activity

     1) Hand out an 8.5" X 14" piece of paper (let the kids choose

     a colour)

     2) Ask them to write their name in large colourful letters

     (fancy, bubble, etc.) in the middle of the page.

  TEACHER'S NOTE: I do a sample on the board while they are working

  on paper.

     3) In the top left corner, have students finish the sentence

     "My family......".

     4) In the top right corner, have students finish the sentence

     "My favourite thing to do is....".

     5) In the bottom left corner, have students finish the sentence

     "I really don't like....".

     6) In the bottom right corner, have students finish the sentence

     "Other people find me....".

     7) In the top middle, have students finish the sentence

     "One day I'd love to.....".

     8) In the bottom middle, have students finish the sentence

     "I'd love to meet....".

    a) explain that they are going to stand up, hold their paper

     in from of them facing out

     b) quietly walk around and read other people's papers.

  TEACHER'S NOTE: No talking is involved. This takes about 5 minutes,

  then I have the kids sit down. One by one I go around the room and

  introduce each child to the class and ask 

     "Who can tell me something interesting about this person?".

  Hands fly up as kids are eager to prove that they read what was on

  the student's paper.  I collect these papers after the exercise and

  post them in the room - kids enjoy reading them in the weeks to come

  and parents enjoy them on the Meet the Teacher night

Have all the students sit at their desk, without talking. 

Take out two rolls of TP and tell the students to "Take as 

much as you think you'll need."  This provokes a lot of 

questions, but DO NOT say anything more. Send a roll around 

at both sides of the room (this helps the activity to move

along more quickly).  Once all students have taken "what 

they need," collect the unused TP. 

Now tell the students that for each square they ripped off,

they have to give one fact about themselves.  

My sixth graders always love this activity

Editor's Note: There are other variations of this game that use candy (M&M's, Smarties, etc.)--

HELP FOR SEATING PLAN

     1) I have the students fill out a confidential sheet

          "Getting to know you" with varied questions such as....

     a) I like/dislike reading because................

     b) My favourite subject in school is............

     c) My general feeling about school is...................

     d) My favourite genre of books is................

     2) In the last question students are asked to think seriously

     about who they would like to sit near in class

  TEACHER'S NOTE: They must tell me why, with a good reason such as....

  we work well together) and I ask them to name anyone in the class

  they don't particularly want to be near (again, they must give a

  good reason, such as....I am easily distracted by ..... and want

  to do better academically this year)

     3) In the evening, using these sheets, create an effective

     SEATING PLAN by placing kids near those who will benefit them,

     and keeping them away from those who will hinder their progress

     as a student.

  TEACHER'S NOTE: Works every time, and I rarely have had to change

  kids around. The sheets also help me to get to know the students a

  bit better before day two of school.

ANOTHER TIME CAPSULE IDEA

This is also great for first day activities:

TEACHER'S NOTE:

I also use a Pringles can in my sixth grade, but I only use one. 

1) I have the kids write a letter to themselves about how they feel 

   being in sixth (PUT YOUR GRADE LEVEL HERE) grade, what they think 

   they will be doing during the year, what their expectations for the 

   year are, who their "best" friends will be, what they would like me 

   to do during the year (how I can best help them), what the most 

   important thing they will learn during the year.  And anything else 

   that comes to mind when I am writing it out on a transparency for them.  

2) I put them in a ziplock bag and put them in the Pringles can to be 

   opened the last week of school and reread by the students.  

     They really enjoy this -- particularly knowing they will be ableto open the "time capsule" at the end of the year.  It is a great activity for them to begin the year with. It's fun.

